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New building & renovation for Frankfurt University Hospital
Geometric clarity
In 1901, the widow of Banker Theodor Stern donated 500,000 marks for the construction of the first research building at Frankfurt University Hospital. A century later on today’s Theodor Stern Quay, a new building project is underway. As hospital operations continue, the construction of a new building and redevelopment work on the university hospital’s main building will be completed by the end of 2010.

The health care facility is being modernized and expanded according to the plans of Nickl & Partner Architects (Munich). Building services are being brought up to date and an attractive hospital environment is being introduced – for patients, visitors, students and staff. An intelligent organization of space and connecting passageways is meant to optimize process flows in the clinics, institutes and departments. Upon completion of renovations, the hospital complex will open onto the Main River and feature enhanced green space, guaranteeing an ideal environment for recuperation and rehabilitation.

The renovation of the complex’s lastingly notable feature, its oblong high-rise, will be complete by the end of 2010. Its façade will be entirely modernized; unused balconies will be removed, while window sills and balustrades will emerge as integrated surfaces. By employing a clearly layered arrangement, the architects aim to achieve a composed appearance. The use of glass and aluminum will lend the facade a contemporary, vital image. In future, a main axis naturally lit from one side and with wide connecting stairways will provide a bright, friendly atmosphere.

A new lecture building was completed in 2004. Its glass shell contains two outwardly visible separate building elements constructed of colored reinforced concrete, each containing a lecture hall. Both of the lecture halls as well as a seminar room are naturally lit, and feature a view of the campus and the Main River. The likewise-new interdisciplinary research laboratory building nearby is also sheathed with a combination of metal and glass. This building is characterized by the addition of basic geometric shapes. 

The hospital’s new entrance area can already be identified by its long roof supported by a broadly spanning steel construction and facing in the direction of the Main River. The adjacent glass foyer connects university and hospital operations. From the foyer, visitors will enter the old main building and the new four-level extension.  

The geometrically shaped extension designed by Nickl & Partner Architects adds almost 14,000 sq m of usable space for hospital operations, and is equally attractive and functional. The compact, cube-shaped structure’s façade is interrupted with horizontal bands and will consist of aluminum and glass elements with vertically adjustable blinds. The solid fields of the balustrades and outer wall panels will be mounted with aluminum cladding. 

There will be a futuristic, disk-shaped helipad on the roof, which will be visible from a distance. Immediately beneath it will be the hospital’s operational core and surgical wards, minimizing critical distances. The extension will be subdivided by three large, partly open courtyards equipped with glass blinds, prisms and light-deflecting glass plates, providing even basement-level work stations with daylight. Open balustrades permit access to the courtyards from all levels. 

The interior of the building is likewise defined by visual clarity and purity of form. Only the glass panes in the passageway to the entrance hall have been printed with silhouettes of groups of people. In terms of materials, the architects favored timeless elegance. Exposed concrete, white walls and columns, large windows and lightly colored linoleum floors make a clean and tranquil impression – to the benefit of those who will work, be treated or visit loved ones there.

Nickl & Partner Architects chose linoleum for large areas of the extension mainly due to its robustness and durability. It is also made predominantly from renewable natural materials. DLW Linoleum Marmorette in light beige underlines the space’s tranquil atmosphere. Impact noise-dampening, slip-resistant and warm to the touch, the high degree of walking comfort offered by DLW Linoleum also makes it ideal for health care applications. Linoleum is hygienic and easy to clean, particularly when treated with a coat of PUR, which makes the covering even more durable. PUR Eco System renders DLW Linoleum even more economical by reducing cleaning times and costs for the life the product. 

Nickl & Partner Architects is also responsible for the building’s landscaping, which is part of the overall urban development concept. A new, generously proportioned public forecourt stretching to the Main River is being constructed in the property’s northwest sector. Green space will be re-structured by modifying lawns, plants and pathways, and the roofed entrance area will serve as the focal point. Visitors are already greeted by the comprehensive concept upon arrival at the nearby street car stop.
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The construction of a new building and redevelopment work on the university hospital’s main building will continue until the end of 2010. An enormous, long roof characterizes the new entrance area facing the Main River. The adjacent foyer connects the hospital’s old oblong high-rise (right) with the new extension (left rear). 
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The geometrically shaped extension designed by Nickl & Partner Architects adds almost 14,000 sq m of usable space for hospital operations. A helipad is located on its roof. 
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The new, light-filled foyer connects university and hospital operations.
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The interior of the building is likewise defined by visual clarity and purity of form. Only a few panes of glass have been printed with silhouettes of groups of people.
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The materials are also timeless: Exposed concrete, white walls and columns, large windows and lightly colored DLW Linoleum floors coated with PUR from Armstrong make a tranquil, clean impression.
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