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Repair of Armstrong DLW floor coverings with PUR-tr eated surfaces

The future of elastic floor coverings is shown, amongst other things, in the fact that coverings,
mostly PVC floor coverings, are being coated ex-factory with PUR (polyurethane).

Floor coverings with a PUR surface coating do not need to be further treated after laying, regu-
lar cleaning is considerably simplified and costs also saved.

The general cost pressure experienced when constructing or renovating buildings and the clear
advantages gained through these painted floor coverings has meant that PUR coating is now
also being applied to linoleum floor coverings.

Until now, small damaged areas, such as holes in linoleum, could be relatively easily and al-
most invisibly repaired. The hole was filled with instant glue and ground-up covering material
prepared in advance from the floor covering was strewn on this and pressed down, any excess
material removed with a putty knife, and then the surface was sanded with sandpaper. Finally,
the repair area was cleaned up and was thereafter almost invisible.

What, however, can be done with this ‘new generation’ of floor coverings when the covering
surface becomes damaged due to incorrect use?

As previously described, a hole can be filled but the ex-factory PUR coating cannot be re-
placed. Conventional treatments or coatings, as well as various PUR paints available on the
market have a much different degree of gloss than factory-applied PUR floor coatings.

The hole can therefore be filled, but the damaged area remains clearly visible after then apply-
ing the coat of paint.

In the area of parquets, repair sets for the touching up of small damaged areas in the parquet
have been available for years. Repeated trials in our facilities with a repair set from the com-
pany Heinrich Konig & Co. KG of Niederdorfelden, showed that this method of repair can also
be used for Armstrong DLW linoleum and plastic coverings. This repair set consists of hard wax
in various forms, a special melting device, a special planer, a sanding mat and spray paint,
available in various degrees of gloss.

The damaged area in the covering, whether in our linoleum or PVC floor covering, is first
cleaned and the edges of the damaged area pressed flat with a special tool. There then follows
the stage in which one must possess a certain feeling for colour. A colour matching that of the
floor covering is now obtained by combining the various colours of hard wax contained in the
repair set. The wax is made liquid in the melting unit and mixed until it matches the colour of the
floor covering. The hot liquid wax is then applied in excess to the damaged area of the floor
covering. After cooling off, which only takes a few seconds, the wax is scraped off using the
special planer until it is level with the covering surface. This is followed by fine sanding with the

Armstrong DLW AG Tel.:+49 71 42 — 71 255
Stuttgarter Straf3e 75 Fax:+49 71 42 — 71 146
D-74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen e-mail: vweismann@armstrong.com

Germany



LINOLEUM @'mstrong

Technical Information
08 /2008

sanding mat, leaving the damaged area ready for painting. Floor coverings with a wood grain
can have the grain restored by using a touch-up pen before painting. Painting of the damaged
area is carried out using a special paint that is sprayed on evenly. The paint is available in dif-
fering degrees of gloss, allowing the Armstrong DLW floor coverings to be ‘invisibly’ repainted.
If there are only small scratches in the PUR coating surface caused, for example, through mov-
ing furniture without due care, sanding with the sanding mat followed by painting over with the
special paint is usually sufficient to make this kind of damaged area invisible.

This results in — in spite of various opinions and statements to the contrary — an excellent solu-
tion for the local repair of PUR-coated Armstrong DLW floor coverings in addition to large-scale
renovation.

Fig. 1. Damage in floor covering

Fig. 2: Pressing the edges of the damaged area flat
Fig. 3: Applying the previously-mixed wax

Fig. 4: ‘Invisibly’ repaired and painted damaged area

Source of supply for repair set:  www.heinrich-koenig.de
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